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Community and the Integration and Co-Transformation
of Environment-Religion:

A Brief discussion on T. C. Chao's Early Christian Social Thought
Huang Haibo (Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences) o

Abstract: Abstract: Tzu-ch'en Chao(iX£57%), in his early days, devoted himself
to thinking about the issue of "integration and co-transformation of environment and
religion", which included three major themes: the general principle that environmental
change affecting religion, the interaction of political, social, and ideological changes
in the environment with religious changes, and the Christian response to China's social
and cultural changes .The ultimate goal of these reflections is how Christianity adapts to
and influences the changing Chinese society and culture. T. C. Chao regarded the public
life of the Christian community as the key, expecting Christians to improve themselves
in it, and through the individual behavior of Christians and the church's actions, the
community's sense of solidarity and love will be extended to the whole society, bringing
a new order to the whole Chinese society .However, since the religious dilemma
under the modern situation is a universal problem, T.C. Chao failed to put forward
more specific solutions. In the later period, he turned to emphasizing single spiritual
consciousness and taking individual self-realization as the only feasible way to influence
the society. In spite of this, T.C. Chao 's early thinking is still of great significance to the
present Sinicization of Christianity.

Keywords: Tzu-ch'en Chao, Christian Social Thought , Integration and Co-
Transformation, Community

T.C. Chao has rich and profound reflections on the relationship between

@ Huang Haibo, associate professor and Director of the Research Office of Contemporary Religion of the
Institute for Religious studies, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. E-mail: rexhuanghb@126.com
This work was supported by a grant from the General Programs of the National Social Science Foundation.(No.

22BZJ037)
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Christianity and Chinese society, as well as its future direction. Scholars have noticed the
sociological implications of these thoughts, suggesting that to some extent, T.C. Chao
put forward a kind of Christian "social philosophy" or "social theory." “One significant
aspect is the "sociality" of Christianity in modern society, particularly in China. ®In fact,
from 1914 to 1917, T. C. Chao pursued studies in theology, sociology ,and philosophy
at Vanderbilt University in the United States, earning bachelor's and master's degrees
in theology and sociology. He can be regarded as one of the early scholars in China
to receive professional training in sociology. Although he did not ultimately make it
his main profession, his background in knowledge endowed his theological thinking
with distinct sociological characteristics. However, it should be noted that T. C. Chao
did not construct a systematic "sociology of religion" theory .Essentially, he merely
drew upon mainstream sociological perspectives at the time to enhance his theological
arguments. Nevertheless, his thoughts served as an embryonic form of a church-oriented
social theory and could provide a solution to the "reductionism" dilemma faced by
the sociology of religion. Additionally, his efforts ,achievements, and shortcomings
in incorporating sociological methods and theories into theological thinking without
losing the foundation of his faith serve as a mirror and offer inspiration for the current

theological development of Christianity in China.
I. The Integration and Co-Transformation of Environment and Religion and the

Adaptation of Christianity

In the early 20th century, sociology itself was in its infancy as a discipline, and both

its theories and methods were relatively rudimentary. The prevailing social evolution

@ Fhi¥4% Sun Shangyang, “FERKT SR LA X SRR K HAZIE” Zai zhixu yu yiyi zhijian:Zhao
Zichen de xuanze jiqi deshi [Between Order and Meaning: T.C.Chao's Choice and His Gains and Losses], PN Sun
Shangyang: { %%##432% ) Zongjiao shehuixue [Sociology of Religion], (AtAt Beijing, Jt 5t K 2% H it Beijing
daxue chubanshe[Peking University Press], 2001), p.237.

Q@  ZEF Li Xiangping:  “ “FE &Pyt ——— LR L H24" Shehui Zhong de shehui——
~Zhao Zichen de jiaohui shenxue["Society within Society" ———— T.C.Chao 's Ecclesiastical Theology], 2% [a] *F Li

Xiangping: { SCALIE 241 19 #h % ) Wenhua zhengdangxing de chongtu[The clash of cultural legitimacy], ( |-
Shanghai, F % H it Baijia chubanshe|Baijia Press], 2006), p.521.
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theory, especially regarding social change, had a significant influence on T.C. Chao's
formation of social views. For instance, he directly quoted the viewpoints advocated by
American sociologist Lester Ward, who advocated functionalism and social evolution
theory, in his work "Pure Sociology." DT, C. Chao's sociological training meant that he
held an overall calm and rational judgment regarding social change and the relationship
between Christianity and Chinese society .He would not be pushed to extremes by
optimistic beliefs, nor would he exhibit blind idealism under the influence of abstract

speculation.

T.C. Chao's reflections on the“integration and co-transformation of environment
and religion" were concentrated in three lengthy articles written in 1920. These three
articles progressed systematically, forming a complete system regarding the issue of the
integration of environment and religion. They included the general principles of how
environmental changes affect religion, the mutual influence between political ,social, and
ideological changes in the environment and religious changes, as well as the response
strategies of Christianity within the context of social transformation in China. Ultimately
,the focal point remained the question of how Christianity adapts to the changing
Chinese society and culture.

1.The general principles of how environmental changes affect religion: T.C.
Chao pointed out that environmental changes are normal and that throughout history,
all "endeavors, institutions, writings, and customs" undergo changes. Moreover, he
recognized that with the development of science, the progress of evolutionary principles
and humanitarian concepts, entering modern society has accelerated "the world's

changes a thousand fold."*He emphasized that these changes require human adaptation,

@ ZEWRE - 952450 - IRFE (1841.06.18--1913.04.18), K EFL 5K MY FF AW ¥ K.
B HAT 56 R AL e 2 I o AT 0 . L EEEE - (BhA %) (1883), (SCWIM.LBEIN R ) (1893).
Crbs2 KA ) (1898), (Zlibeitsx:) (1903), (SEH#432%:) (1906) 55 Lester Frank Ward(1841.06.18——
1913.04.18), American sociologist, botanist, and paleontologist. He was the first president of the American Sociological
Association. His major works include: Dynamic Sociology (1883), Psychological Factors of Civilization (1893), Outline
of Sociology (1898), Pure Sociology (1903), Practical Sociology (1906), etc.

Q W5 Tzu—ch'en Chao, “SE# H5EEAR" Zongjiao yu jingbian[Religion and Situational change], MERFIERE
Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] 2 : (X485 308 ) 4 3 48 Zhao zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection
of Tzu—ch'en Chao,II1 |, ( -7 Shanghai, {55 El 454 Shangwu yinshuguan[the Commercial Press|, 2010), p.8.
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but this adaptation is not passive. "To fit the environment ,one must strive to make the
environment adapt to human beings, as changing the environment to benefit human
evolution is adapting to the environment."”In other words, by actively transforming the
environment to benefit human development ,people adapt to their interests and needs.
Therefore, fundamentally, T. C. Chao believed that human adaptation to the environment
essentially meant transforming the environment to suit humans.

The discussion of the interplay and mutual influence between environmental
changes and human desires and needs aimed to bring forth the issues of religious change
and adaptation. According to T. C. Chao, "all institutions and ideals are subject to
change. Since religion is also an institution and ideal in society ,it is naturally subject
to change."@With eloquent arguments based on the historical changes of Christianity
recorded in the Bible, he passionately proclaimed that "as the environment changes
sreligion will inevitably change."He emphasized that the intellectual and social realms
in present-day China differ greatly from the past, calling for a "new religious cause to
adapt to the modern new environment." Considering the changing Chinese society as
both an opportunity and a crisis for the church, he believed that the future of the church
depends on how its members respond to the new environment.@Adapting to the new
environment implies changes in the "ideological rituals" of religion and more, or else
it would be unable to adapt to the changing China and would only retreat into a state
of decline. This demonstrates his awareness that in the face of societal and temporal
changes, not only the external aspects but also the "ideological rituals" of Christianity
cannot remain unchanged .This article primarily argues that there is an inevitable

relationship between the "changes in environment" such as external factors like time or

@ Ibid,p.85
Q@ Ibid,p.14,
@ 1Ibid,p.16,

@ MERE Tzu—ch'en Chao, “fEUFSZHHEF I F1” Cujin zongjiao gexin de shili [The power to promote
religious innovation], e o WIF 5T B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] g (RRERCE) 3
% Zhao zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,Ill |, ( _L ¥ Shanghai, & 45 El 45 4ff Shangwu
yinshuguan[the Commercial Press], 2010), p.19.
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era, and the changes in religion ,particularly Christianity.

2. The mutual influence between political, social, and ideological changes in the
environment and religious changes. In another important article from that year," The
Power to Promote Religious Innovation," T. C. Chao continues his reflections from
the previous article, focusing on analyzing the various factors influencing religious
innovation. He not only meticulously analyzes the external forces with direct impact but
also acknowledges that religion is not merely passively influenced by the external social
environment. Internal factors within religion are also crucial forces leading to religious
transformation. Furthermore, T. C. Chao believes that the changes in religion can also
influence society. He states, "Religious reform is not only urged by external forces, but
also due to internal spiritual expansion; it is not only influenced by the evolution of
society, but also creates various significant changes in society. In this way ,as society
undergoes transformations, religion can be stirred up from the outside ;with its own
power, religion can send out spiritual vibrations from within to inspire society." This
means that religion is influenced by both internal and external factors ,while at the same
time, religion has the power to "inspire" society and prevent it from becoming stagnant
and lifeless.

Specifically, T. C. Chao believes that political and social movements ,the expansion
of philosophy and science, as well as internal sectarian conflicts within religion ,are
the three important forces leading to religious transformation ,with the first two being
external factors. Firstly, regarding political and social movements, T.C. Chao provides a
comprehensive overview of the interaction between the state-religion relationship in the
Western Christian world and religious changes. He deeply analyzes several significant
social and political movements of his time, such as the populist movement, democracy
movement, and socialist movement. He keenly captures the tremendous impact of
the socialist movement on religion, stating that "socialism is a major force promoting
religious innovation. The period of conflict between religion and socialism will come

to an end, and from now on, these two movements need to reconcile and create a new
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society and cause." v

Secondly ,the expansion of philosophy and science since the Renaissance has had
a profound impact on religion. However, T. C. Chao does not feel pessimistic about this.
He argues that "since philosophy uses critical methods to study the truth, it naturally
judges religion accordingly, and many irrational doctrines within religion naturally face
logical criticism."®At the same time, he believes that although natural science poses
even more severe conflicts with religion, it also dispels superstitions and promotes
religious contemplation and awakening. He particularly emphasizes that "Christianity
has received assistance from science, undergoing significant reforms in ideals and
doctrines. It is only the conservative and ignorant individuals within the church who
have yet to fully awaken." ©

Thirdly, internal factors within religion mainly refer to the conflicts between
different denominations that also promote progress and innovation in religion .T.C. Chao
mainly uses Christianity as an example to illustrate that since the Middle Ages ,through
wars between denominations and religious reforms, two major cultural factors have
emerged: freedom of belief and spiritual religion. These factors are closely related to the
conflicts and disputes among various sects in terms of morality .Although these conflicts
have caused destruction, they have also promoted progress and innovation in religion,
especially in modern times. Various religions, particularly the major denominations
within Protestantism, have started "abolishing many narrow-minded ideas and
advocating various united movements." @

In terms of the analysis of external influencing factors alone, T.C. Chao's
thinking has reached a considerable level of depth and systematically .The two major

external influencing factors he analyzed align strongly with the main arguments of the

"secularization" theory that reached its peak in the 1960s. However, what differs is that

@  Ibid,p.26,
@ Ibid,p.27,
@ 1Ibid,p.28,
@ Ibid,p.29,
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T. C. Chao acknowledges the significant impact of these factors on Christianity but
remains highly optimistic, believing that they can promote the renewal and progress of
Christianity, unlike the secularization theory, which suggests that religion will ultimately
decline.

3. The response of Christianity to social changes in China. If the previous two
articles mainly discussed the mutual influence between environmental changes and
religion ,particularly Christianity, the article "The Implications of the New Situation
for the Future of Christianity," published at the end of that year, further focuses on
the relationship between Christianity and Chinese society. In this article, T.C. Chao
recognizes that the new intellectual trends vigorously criticize various institutions,
ideas, and cultures in China, with Christianity being particularly impacted. He questions
whether, in this situation, "Christianity can achieve its true life and spirit ,extracting
it from all obscurity and adapting to the practical needs of modernity ?"T.C. Chao
has great confidence in the adaptability of Christianity and believes that Christianity
can "impart its life and spirit to the environment, making the environment adapt to
Christianity, constructing a moral world that is spiritual, boundless ,and timeless, based
on the materialistic foundation of the environment ."However ,he also admits that for
over a hundred years since the arrival of missionaries like Robert Morrison in China,
Christinity has only "superficially imposed religious appearance upon us, without truly
creating awareness and endeavors in the hearts of believers for the true spirit and life of
Christianity." =

Therefore, T.C. Chao believes that the rejection of Christianity by the Chinese
people at that time was due to Christianity being obscured and concealed by "the
complicated rules and doctrines of Western rituals and teachings." This led to a lack
of understanding among the Chinese people regarding the "true life and spirit" of

Christianity, with their focus solely on the "strange and unreasonable complex rituals."

O B Tzu—ch'en Chao, “FBExFFRAEZWHTI” Xinjing duiyu jidujiao de gixiang[The implications of
the new situation for the future of Christianity], L IE B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] Y. Gk
LESCAE ) 5 3 4 Zhao zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,Ill |, ( _|%F Shanghai, %55 El1 45
1 Shangwu yinshuguan[the Commercial Press], 2010), p.41.
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PTo overcome these shortcomings, T.C. Chao emphasizes that Christianity needs to
"create a new nation, allowing this nation to naturally embody the spirit of Christ in their
hearts," stating that "if Christianity cannot make Christ manifest within us, if it cannot
shape the Chinese people into a new nation with moral strength and sacrificial spirit,
then Christianity has not fulfilled its original purpose and can be considered a failure!"
®(16) According to T.C. Chao, to achieve the above objectives, it is first necessary to
understand the changes in the environment and the requirements posed by these changes
on Christianity. Regarding Chinese Christianity ,it means considering whether "the
current church organization and system can manifest the true life and spirit of Christ,
making Him the force that runs through the hearts and blood of people worldwide."

In conclusion, T.C. Chao keenly recognized that China at that time was
undergoing significant transformations. Many aspects of Christianity , especially
church organization and theological doctrines, needed to adapt to these changing times:
"(The church) is essentially a tool that can be changed at any time. After the changes
,it will not diminish the essence of Christianity; moreover, many of its theological
doctrines contain superstition and excess baggage, which should be abandoned without
hesitation!" ®A1though T.C. Chao did not explicitly put forward the proposition of
"Sinicization" of Christianity, his relevant thoughts have deeply intertwined with the
theme of "Sinicization" in China. The response plan of Christianity in a changing society
undoubtedly involves eliminating superstitions and excessive Western "rituals, rules, and
doctrines," in order to adapt to Chinese society and exert the influence of Christianity

itself on society.

IT. Community and the Social Position of Christianity

@ Ibid,p.42,
@ Ibid,p .43,

Q@ B %5 Tau—ch'en Chao, “H [E K% 5 5B 207 Zhongguo minzu yu jidujiao[The Chinese Nation and
Christianity], e o0 B 9T B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] . (R SCE) 3 4 Zhao
zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,III |, ( -7 Shanghai, 745 EJ454H Shangwu yinshuguan[the
Commercial Press], 2010), p.637.
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The in-depth analysis of "integration and co-transformation of environment and
religion" is aimed at addressing the issue of adaptation between Christianity and China.
T. C. Chao holds a positive and people-oriented perspective on the relationship between
the environment and individuals. When applied to Christianity's adaptation to Chinese
society ,it means that Christianity must adapt to Chinese society and its changes in the
process of fulfilling its functions and making a positive impact on Chinese society.
This adaptation is proactive rather than passive. T.C. Chao points out that the Chinese
people are awakening amidst internal and external challenges ,leading to the demand
for a thorough social transformation. This demand is directed towards various concrete
issues in China, which collectively constitute "human problems. "Christianity can play
a role in addressing these "human problems. "T.C. Chao believes that Christianity is a
"moral religion" and needs to manifest its moral spirit to adapt to modern requirements.
To achieve this, firstly, it should embrace the spirit of science, as the spirit of science is
also the spirit of morality .Secondly ,it should uphold human values and social fairness,
which are essential aspects of morality and areas where Christianity can demonstrate
its strength. Thirdly, it should fully exert the ethical commandment of love. DrLove
completes individual morality and establishes societal morality; on an individual level,
it involves sacrifice and service ,while on a societal level, it encompasses fairness and
compassion." ®Thus ,T.C. Chao hopes that Christianity can bring forth and radiate this
profound morality to serve China.

As a Christian and theologian, T. C. Chao has full confidence in the role of
Christianity in creating a new society, culture, and humanity. This confidence stems from
his firm belief that Christianity is a religion that is "shared with life and shared without

happiness." ®He further emphasized in his essay "Learning Benevolence" :"Individuals

@ B%%E Tau—ch'en Chao, “FHEXTFILE BN Xinjing duiyu jidujiao de qixiangThe implications of
the new situation for the future of Christianity|, 545 B¢ Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] : {ifX
LEEICAE ) 5 3 4 Zhao zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,III |, ( | Shanghai, [ 55 El 45
1 Shangwu yinshuguan[the Commercial Press], 2010), p.50,

@ 1Ibid,p.51,
® Ibid,p.52,
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need public life to establish their personal character, and unity requires the voluntary
efforts of individuals to maintain public life." The church organization of Christianity is
precisely a public life based on the voluntary participation of individuals. Therefore, for
Christianity to provide its moral supply to China and become the source of progress and
development ,it must be rooted in the public nature of its community.

However, as a theologian, T. C. Chao emphatically emphasizes the spiritual nature
of the church and opposes reducing the church to a sociological perspective of being
merely an organization. He criticizes the misconception among many Christians at that
time who viewed the church as "a group of believers freely associating ,organizing and
disbanding themselves like any other voluntary association." He emphasizes that the
church is not solely established by human hands, but from a Christian perspective, it is
only possible through God's will and the calling of the Holy Spirit. Taking Jesus as an
example, T. C. Chao explains that the community formed by Jesus and his disciples is
"a unity filled with spiritual power and imbued with new spirit and new life..."."God
descended in Jesus Christ, revealing Himself in Jesus Christ ,and Jesus Christ gathered
believers, making them worship Him through faith and becoming the church; therefore,
the primary reason for the establishment of the church lies in God, not in humans." ®This
emphasis on the spiritual nature runs through his entire thought.

While upholding the theological foundation of the church, T. C. Chao acknowledges
that the church is a community and fellowship of believers, where each member
is connected to the body of Christ and possesses a profound sense of community
consciousness. He emphasizes the role of the Christian church in shaping and nurturing
the community and its consciousness, stating that "religion naturally generates cohesion

and promotes social consciousness; believers naturally have deep fellowship and strong

@O  BE5E Tzu—ch'en Chao, “3{~" Xue ren[Learn benevolence], FETUAIFIE e Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching
Research Institute] % : (XEERECEE ) 5 1 45 Zhao zichen wenji diyijuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,I], (_L.
¥ Shanghai, 1555 E1431H Shangwu yinshuguan[the Commercial Press], 2010), p.364.

Q@  BE5E Tau—ch'en Chao, “IEEHELME X" Jidujiao jiaohui de yiyi[The significance of the Christian
Church], 3% 5T fiff 7% B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] i X LR CE ) BB 445 Zhao
zichen wenji disijuanthe Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,IV], ( L7 Shanghai, {5 55 El 43 7F Shangwu yinshuguan[the
Commercial Press], 2010), p.70.
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group sentiments towards Christ." Moreover, this "church consciousness" enables the
church to independently form associations in different regions while also establishing
connections with one another, effectively creating a sense of global consciousness.
The ongoing "ecumenical movement" at that time was considered necessary to create a
shared consciousness in the world. T. C. Chao quotes Paul's perspective on the church
(1 Corinthians 12:12-13) to illustrate that "the church is a body without limits, but full
of global consciousness." It is precisely this awareness of being one body that makes
Christianity a driving force in creating a shared consciousness. T. C. Chao then reflects
on the Chinese context, stating that "the Chinese people have the least religious faith
and are the least inclined to unite ."However ,many Chinese Christians, although
having religious faith, do not contribute to unity. This is because "Chinese Christians
often seek religion but do not care about the life of the church. They only seek personal
benefits within the church without wanting to contribute to it, without realizing the most
profound and urgent need of China today, which is the cohesive force that the church can
provide." @

According to Li Xiangping , T. C. Chao's focus on church life lies in seeking "a
group or organizational body that can embody the social and ethical significance of
Christianity as a social experience and action," with the aim of establishing a relationship
between the Christian church organization and modern Chinese society .Furthermore, T.C.
Chao believes that the path to China's renewal is for individuals to achieve moral self-
realization through the church as "society within society" and then bring about a new
order for the entire Chinese society. @

T.C. Chao emphasizes that "the church is the union of love, an institution where
God dwells with humanity, which not only gives rise to a strong sense of community

consciousness but also, through the passion and understanding of love, tolerance and

@  TIbid,pp.71-72,

Q@  ZEF Li Xiangping:  “ “FE &Pyt ——— LR L H24" Shehui Zhong de shehui——
~Zhao Zichen de jiaohui shenxue["Society within Society" ———— T.C.Chao 's Ecclesiastical Theology], 2% [a] *F Li

Xiangping: { SCALIE 241 19 #h % ) Wenhua zhengdangxing de chongtu[The clash of cultural legitimacy], ( |-
Shanghai, F % it Baijia chubanshe|Baijiao Press], 2006), pp536-537.
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forgiveness, can fundamentally create peace for humanity." He recognizes the deep-
seated animosity between nations, classes, parties, and races prevalent in the world at
that time, and thus proposes the solution of "breaking through with pure love, a shared
faith, and one church." Moreover, according to T. C. Chao, measures promoting peace
and love, such as "confession, reconciliation, forgiveness, and so on," take place within
the realm of the church because it is an institution built for peace and the elimination of
animosity through harmonious living between God and humans. T.C. Chao repeatedly
emphasizes that a sense of community consciousness and the creation of love and peace
can be formed within the church. For instance, he believes that "the church focuses
on, presides over, and expands the harmonious fellowship between God and humans,
and among people. This fellowship grows through having the same faith, mutual
understanding, mutual forgiveness, and mutual love." Therefore, if conflicts between
individuals cannot be resolved privately ,they can be resolved by seeking reconciliation
with fellow believers or even seeking mediation from the church. "Through being
influenced by Christ within the church ,people can gain a full sense of social
consciousness, strong unity, and a completely reconciled life." This is because within the
church, Christians can acquire a particularly strong "shared consciousness." As people
become united in the church as the body of Christ, they can form deep friendships with
"strong religious and moral support, possessing profound and mysterious significance."
In conclusion ,"the church is a new world surpassing and penetrating the old world. It
wants to subdue and transform this fragmented, absurd, and arrogant world, change its
nature ,and then bring it into the realm of church life as a newly created and reconstituted
world." ¢

However, in a China where Christianity is not the mainstream religion and believers
do not have the advantage in numbers, but rather face a hostile environment ,how can

the love, community, unity, and peace consciousness formed within the Christian church

D  BE5E Tau-ch'en Chao, “FEBHELME X" Jidujiao jiaohui de yiyi[The significance of the Christian
Church], 3% 5T fiff 7% B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] i X LR CE ) BB 445 Zhao
zichen wenji disijuanthe Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,IV], ( L7 Shanghai, {5 55 El 43 7F Shangwu yinshuguan[the
Commercial Press], 2010), pp.73-75.
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be spread outside? T. C. Chao explains the actual operation of the church in two aspects:
"concentration" and "expansion." The term "concentration "mainly refers to collective
worship within the church. "Worship is the center of church life, containing practical
religious education for all believers." Because "worship contains the entirety of the
gospel, salvation, doctrine, and church history ,it is practically an abbreviation of the
entire Christian religion. It generates religious experience, group consciousness, and a
joyful sense of peace in one's life..." ®Through worship and shared faith in daily life,
Christians internalize the ethical values and community consciousness of Christianity,
becoming new individuals who live out the likeness of Christ in morals, consciousness,
and behavior.

T. C. Chao realizes that "the church itself is a nation within a nation ,a society
within society, a culture within culture. It has its own fundamental philosophy, cosmic
view ,worldview ,social view, terminology, internal affairs, customs, traditions, and
trends ."This emphasizes that the church exists in society while possessing uniqueness
distinct from society, forming "a separate system ."However, the church should extend
its life, faith, spirituality, ethics, and sentiments beyond the church itself and "impart
them to the outside world..." This is the aspect of "expansion." In this regard ,T.C. Chao
does not particularly highlight evangelism or preaching the gospel but instead lists
several behaviors of Christian sin various situations, thereby extending their spirituality,
ethics, and sentiments outside the church. These include establishing trustworthy and
faithful personalities based on faith ,opening schools ,establishing hospitals, publishing
literature, engaging in charitable activities, promoting social reform ,advocating justice
,and supporting peace. During times of great disasters or difficulties, they practice rescue
operations, disaster relief, and saving lives .Especially when persecuted, "they remain
silent, like sheep before their shearers ;they endure exploitation with gentleness. Death
itself becomes their way of life ."T.C. Chao advocates for the continuation of church life
and flexible adaptation to changing circumstances, while maintaining a close connection

with societal issues of the time .The church should raise prophetic voices, criticize

@) Ibid,pp.79-80,
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and evaluate values ,while also accepting criticisms and demands from scientific,
philosophical, and political perspectives regarding Christianity and the church. This
allows for improvement and courageous progress. o

Of course, it is important to note that the community and unity established by
T.C. Chao on the foundation of the church primarily refers to the faith community
within Christians themselves. However, through the actions of individual Christians
and the church as a whole, this community consciousness and the connection of love
can be extended to the entire society. T.C. Chao repeatedly emphasizes that the faith of
individual Christians "cannot be disconnected from the Chinese nation", @Christians
should not isolate themselves from the life of the nation and society but rather separate
themselves from sin. As members of the social and national world ,Christians should
not evade reality, shirk responsibilities, or live in a vacuum .T.C. Chao reminds that we
should avoid two extremes: on one hand, forgetting one's faith when concerned with
social and political affairs, and on the other hand ,becoming too focused on religion and

neglecting the important issues of the present social and national world. He advocates

that Christians need to balance their faith with social concerns.

I1I. Achievements and Shortcomings of T. C. Chao's Early Christian Social Thought

Combining Chinese and Western perspectives, T. C. Chao embarked on theological
reflections based on the reality of China. At the same time, he examined the social
,political ,and cultural destiny of the Chinese nation from the perspective of Christian

ideals. T.C. Chao firmly believed that Christianity could save China and become the

@ TIbid,pp 80-81,

@ B % 5E Tzu—ch'en Chao, “ 7 BF A 19 & B 2015 /1” Xinshidai de jidujiao xinyang[Christian Belief in
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foundation for its social reconstruction, “His discourse went beyond mere theological
contemplation and became a form of "Christian social thought" in the Chinese context.

Christianity has a rich social thought that possesses historical characteristics
and evolves with the times. Ernst Troeltsch(1865-1923), a German sociologist and
theologian, summarized the characteristics of "social theory" within Christianity
.T.C. Chao's thoughts follow the basic framework of Christian social theory while
incorporating the specific Chinese context, making it more relevant and vivid . Troeltsch
defined "Christian social theory" as the doctrine concerning the relationship between
"Christianity itself," the nation, and society. Ultimately ,these theories aim to answer
how Christianity and its church can establish harmonious relationships with the most
important non-religious forces and social organizations that have emerged independently
from Christianity, leading to cultural unity, ®In other words, the focus of Christian social
theory is not the relationship between God and humanity, but rather the interaction
between individuals who follow different sets of rules. These relationships are not
abstract entities but occur within a concrete society ,between "religious forces, economic
forces, and political forces". ®T.C. Chao's reflections on the "integration of religion and
change" vividly embody this pursuit of Christian social theory.

Christian social theory focuses on the relationship between Christianity and
other forces. This relationship is based on the interaction and communication among
individuals who adhere to different normative principles, which originate from
various normative systems including Christianity itself. Therefore, the essence of the
relationships addressed by Christian social theory lies in the relationship between
Christian ethical norms and other normative systems. Troeltsch attempted to discuss

whether Christian behavioral rules should take precedence over the entire society in

O  HHFHF Zhuo xinping, “#X L S g ph e 2 4547 Zhao zichen yu zhongxi shenxue zhi jiehe[Tzu—
ch'en Chao and the Combination of Chinese and Western Theology], ~{ 5% ) Shijie zongjiao yanjiu[Studies
in World Religions], No.1,( dt & Beijing, tH %t 5% #L WF 5% 4% #& 4L Shijie zongjiao yanjiu zazhishe[Journal for the
Studies in World Religions],1998), pp.128-132,

Q@  HFIRZE Emst Troeltsch # , (B #kE 28885 ) Jidujiao shehui sixiangshi[A History of Christian Social
Thought], ( ¥ Shanghai, HEREEZM 2 Zhongguo jidujiao lianghuil CCC&TSPM],2013), P.10,
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this analysis of relationships. He traced the evolution of Christian social theory from
its inception until the 18th century, finding that early Christianity, including primitive
Christianity and early church systems, aimed to separate themselves from secular society
and focused solely on the God-human relationship. It was only when the medieval
Roman Church expanded its political power and exerted widespread influence over
social life that all aspects of social life were included within Christian ethics, creating
a "cultural unity of Christianity and a comprehensive understanding of Christian
sociology" . PThe social foundation of this Christian social theory was that the medieval
church controlled both the "state" and "society," with both willingly and completely
submitting under religious authority. Additionally, the state saw itself as a tool for
realizing the church's ideals. ®However, Troeltsch sharply pointed out that in modern
society, the power of Christian social theory has also waned. This is not only due to
fundamental changes in the relationship between religion and politics but also because
modern society faces numerous complex problems, making it impossible for Christian
social theory to cover the entirety of society and all its issues. Troeltsch believed that
if one wants to address current social problems using Christian principles, new ideas
capable of dealing with the present social conditions must be introduced. “These new
ideas are actually the independent science of sociology that emerged in the late 19th
century. It examines various social phenomena and relationships through novel methods,
going beyond the scope of the church's social philosophy. @

T.C. Chao clearly recognized this issue and held an optimistic and open attitude
towards it. Although he did not focus on the relationship between sociology and the
social philosophy of the church, he enthusiastically welcomed philosophical criticism

of religion, believing that "illogical doctrines in religion naturally need to be logically

Ibid,p.189,
Ibid,p.11,

Thid,pp.482-483.,

® ® 0 6

Ibid,p.463,



Community andthe Integration and Co—Transformation of Environment—Religion 31

criticized." “Furthermore, he welcomed the debunking of superstitions by natural
science, promoting religious contemplation and awakening. As a result, Christianity
has received assistance from science and has undergone significant reforms in ideals
and doctrines, PVarious aspects of the organizational form and dogmatic theology of
Christianity can be transformed according to the requirements of the times, getting rid
of unnecessary elements without compromising its essence. In the renewed Christian
community after self-renewal, Christians can live out the example of Christ in morality
,consciousness, and behavior through worship and shared faith life. They can also extend
the spirit, ethics, and mood advocated by Christianity and adapted to the requirements
of the times beyond the church through various social activities and actions. Compared
to Talcott Parsons' lament about the ineffectiveness of Christian social theory in modern
society, T. C. Chao is more concerned with the impact of Christianity on the external
society through the behaviors of believers and groups, adapting and changing along with
the environment.

Although T. C. Chao calls for the integration of teachings ,supporting philosophical
and scientific criticism of theological doctrines, he still emphasizes the need to adhere to
the theological foundation of the church. He opposes "followers of Jesus in a humanistic

nn

sense," "orators who focus solely on social service," and those who emphasize
spirituality without discussing faith ,considering them to be vague and confused. T
C. Chao affirms the contributions of Christianity in education ,healthcare ,conceptual
innovation, and political reform after its introduction to China .However, he points out

that these activities can be stopped and handed over to any organization for improvement

and continuation. The one thing that the church must always do, always contribute to,

@O B %L Tzu—ch'en Chao, “fEHEZZZF MY J1” Cujin zongjiao gexin de shili [The power to promote
religious innovation], & 5 5% B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] g : (X %55 SC4E) 46 3
4 Zhao zichen wenji disanjuan[the Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,IIl |, ( I ¥ Shanghai, & 45 El 45 1F Shangwu
yinshuguan[the Commercial Press], 2010), p.27,
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is to lead people to God and become new creations through faith in Jesus Christ, ©(40)
This means that T. C. Chao has keenly captured the impact of modernity on Christianity
and sees faith as the only way to respond. However, besides understanding the crisis and
emphasizing the power of faith ,T.C. Chao is unable to propose a more systematic and
specific response. While this may be seen as a shortcoming in his individual theoretical
thinking, it reflects the overall crisis of religion in the context of modernity. Renowned
sociologist Peter L. Berger provides profound analysis of various responses of religion
in the face of modernity ,namely Catholicism ,Protestantism, and Judaism. He finds that
these three major religions either have to maintain an "isolated" position from the real
world to preserve/reestablish their unwavering belief in the divine and supernatural realm
or they have to interpret their own explanatory systems within the framework of popular
"secular" worldviews using new reference points consistent with the modern worldview,
thereby more or less removing supernatural elements from religious traditions .Berger
believes that both strategies provide weak guarantees for religion to withstand the
challenges of modern society. Setting aside the difficulty of forming isolated closed
communities in the context of modern high mobility and informatization, even if such
communities are formed, it is almost impossible to maintain a monopoly on the lives and
thoughts of their members. While "submitting "to secular knowledge systems to package
or transform the content of religion does reflect the adaptation of religion to modernity
to some extent, focusing on knowledge of this worldly existence can also be obtained
from fully secular psychology and social scientific knowledge systems, which are more
sophisticated and comprehensive .Therefore, this strategy ultimately leads to the self-
dissolution of religion and its theology. @

Therefore ,during the early stages, T.C. Chao held an optimistic and open attitude

@ B ZE5E Tzu—ch'en Chao, “FEBH 21  L” Jidujiao jiachui de yiyi[The significance of the Christian
Church], 3% 5T fiff 3% B Yanjing yanjiuyuan|Yenching Research Institute] Ui (LR CE) 445 Zhao
zichen wenji disijuanthe Collection of Tzu—ch'en Chao,IV], ( L7 Shanghai, 5 55 EJ 43 7% Shangwu yinshuguan[the
Commercial Press], 2010), p.78.

@  DAKIK P.LBerger #&: ( REMET. BAH &5 AR &P ) Tianshi de chuanyan:xiandai
shehui yu chaoziran zaifaxian[A Rumor of Angels:Modern Society and the Rediscovery of the Supernatural], =i 5*
Gao Shining 7%, (JL5T Beijing, HE AR K- H At Zhongguo renmin daxue chubanshe[China Renmin University
Press], 2003), pp.20-24.
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towards the relationship between the changing Chinese society and Christianity
.Although he consistently emphasized the centrality of faith in his thinking ,he initially
paid more attention to the adaptation of Christianity to the changing Chinese society and
its influence on society. However, as time went on, he increasingly emphasized observing
and evaluating social reality from the standpoint of Christian ethics. In the late 1940s,T.
C.Chao advocated for the church to withdraw from society and return to emphasizing
spiritual awakening, considering individual self-realization as the only viable method of
influencing society. Therefore, Li Xiangping believes that in T.C. Chao's later thinking,
the previously important and subtle relationships and patterns such as "in society,"

nn

"within groups," "within culture," and "within ethics" are reduced to just "society,"

nn

"culture," "groups," and "ethics," losing their significant "within" relationships. DThis
is not only caused by changes in the Chinese political environment but also reflects the
general dilemma faced by Christianity and its social theory in the context of modernity.

Further exploration of this issue is necessary.

@ R Xiangping: GRS ———— BRI S M2 Shehui Zhong de shehui——
—Zhao Zichen de jiaohui shenxue["Society within Society" ———— T.C.Chao 's Ecclesiastical Theology|, 4% [a] *F Li

Xiangping: { SCEIE 241 19 #h %€ ) Wenhua zhengdangxing de chongtu[The clash of cultural legitimacy], (I
Shanghati, EE &R Baijia chubanshe[Baijiao Press], 2006), pp.543-544,
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Western’ s Photography Activities in Southwest
China during early 20 Century
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In the early 20th century, Western colonialism surged and its societies began to
explore foreign civilizations. From 1900 to 1937, a group of Western photographers
such as Sidney Gamble traveled to the Sichuan-Tibet region of China frequently, where
they conducted a large number of anthropological and sociological photos, and left a

wealth of image data. Gambo and others took a large number of photos of the people's
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clothing, food, housing, transportation, livelihood, and daily life and behavioral habits of
marginalized people in Sichuan and Tibet. Together with the image shooting activities
of Western photography groups in Africa, America and other places, they constructed a
colonial discourse system for the West. Using image materials collected at the University
of Southern California and Duke University in the United States as the research object, and
the interdisciplinary visual culture theory and colonial theory, this article tries to analyze
them, and explain the shooting activities of Western society in China. Historical photos
not only retain the precious natural and social historical moments of Sichuan and Tibet at
that time, but were also affected by the subjective purpose, aesthetic habits and popular
ideology of the photographer at the time, showing the characteristics of the interweaving of

material reality and orderly imagination.
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A Study on the Buddhist Monk Community on the
Maritime Silk Road
in Ningbo during the Southern Song Dynasty
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Abstract:During the Southern Song Dynasty, there were numerous Chinese and foreign
Buddhist monks on the Ningho Maritime Silk Road, most of whom were Zen monks from
China and Japan.The Chinese monks related to the Ningbo Maritime Silk Road during
the Southern Song Dynasty mainly came from provinces related to the Yangtze River
basin. Most of them belonged to the Linji and Caodong sects within the Zen sect, with the

majority belonging to the Yangqi sect in Linji.For over half a century from 1208 to 1264,
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AR T 2023 AFFES T HETTET AT R (AR FR O ) R R TR L 2290 2 s NI A (R
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Ningho Zen Buddhism reached its peak in history, giving birth to a large number of great
Zen monks. A large number of monks from both domestic and international sources were
concentrated in Tiantong Temple and Ashoka Temple.In the Southern Song Dynasty,
the foreign monks who came to Ningbo were mainly Japanese. They had long admired
the prosperity of Zen in the Jiangnan region of the Southern Song Dynasty and wanted to
systematically study Song Dynasty Zen and the Wushan Culture. Therefore, they sailed to
China via a directional route between Mingzhou and Boduo.Japanese monks usually study
abroad in Ningbo for five to six years, and for as long as more than ten years. Most of them
have made great achievements in missionary work after returning to Japan.The Chinese and
foreign monks on the Maritime Silk Road in Ningbo during the Southern Song Dynasty had
common characteristics in terms of spiritual thinking, such as silent introspection, insight
into truth, disinterested wisdom and compassion, to bring benefits and peace to all living
beings, and all under heaven are one family. They have made important contributions to the
international dissemination of Chinese culture and discourse, represented by the Wushan
Culture.

Keywords:Southern Song Dynasty;Ningbo;Japan;Zen; Wushan Culture
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Re-Study of the Jiao Lai Canal
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Abstract: The Jiaolai Canal, built in the Yuan Dynasty, runs through the Shandong
Peninsula and connects Jiaozhou Bay and Bohai Bay. It is an important canal relic in
today's Shandong Province. There have been many controversies in relevant research in
the past, so this article examines local chronicle historical materials such as  “Daoguang
Rebuilt Jiaozhou Chronicles” , “Daoguang Rebuilt Pingduzhou Chronicles” , “Qianlong
Laizhou Prefecture Chronicles” , and “Gaomi County Chronicles of the Republic of
China” for supplementary research. The construction of the Jiaolai Canal was mainly due
to the demand for water transportation, and the suspension of the canal was not determined
by an imperial edict. The Jiaolai Canal was of great significance to ancient society. It
not only shared the pressure of inland water transportation, but also became a backup

transportation route during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Today, attention and research
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should be strengthened to promote the construction of the Shandong Grand Canal Cultural
Park and promote regional social development.

Keywords: Jiaolai Canal; water transport; maritime transport; local chronicles
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A bibliometric analysis of the research on international
status based on CiteSpace

Weiman Sun, Xiaojian Cheng, Lu Zeng (South China Normal
University) o

Abstract: Abstract: International status, as a crucial topic in the field of international
relations, has consistently garnered widespread attention from scholars. In the context
of globalization, international status has significant implications on the growth of
international cooperation, conflict resolution, and global governance in addition to being
relevant to geopolitical strategies of specific countries. Based on the literature selected
from the Web of Science Core Collection, this work uses bibliometric techniques to
explore the cutting-edge subjects and changing dynamics of international status research.
The findings show a tendency towards diversification in terms of study themes and
methodology, with theoretical analysis, the search for causes, real-world trajectories,
and empirical cases serving as the primary focuses of previous studies. Future themes
in international status study will center on how competing and cooperative nations'
quest of status impacts international politics, as well as how the international order
evolves within an interdisciplinary framework. In addition, this article explores methods
for strengthening China's position as a major power in the context of Chinese-style
modernization, with the goal of creating a framework for international status analysis
with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: International status; Bibliometric analysis; Data visualization; CiteSpace
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Since the end of the Cold War, the international landscape has witnessed significant
changes, transitioning from the bipolar rivalry between the United States and the Soviet
Union to a unipolar world dominated by the United States, and subsequently evolving
towards a "multipolar" era. During this period, the relative decline of U.S. hegemony,
the slowing development of major powers like the United Kingdom and Russia, and the
rapid rise of Asian countries have led to a noticeable shift in the global power center.
This shift has resulted in a succession of rises and falls in the international status of
various nations. Statements such as "India is seeking the international status of an
emerging great power" [1], "Russia is attempting to restore the glory of its past as a
major power"[2], and "The United States is striving to maintain its international status
as a superpower amid relative decline" [3] clearly indicate that international status has
become a key objective of foreign policies for nations worldwide.

States, non-state actors, and international organizations are all included in the
notion of international status, which includes their respective positions and levels of
influence within the international system.It encompasses not just a country's geopolitical
standing and strength but also attributes including standing, soft power, international
collaboration, and involvement in establishing international regulations.As such,
studies concerning international status are extremely important from a theoretical and
practical standpoint. Based on international status study material gathered from the
SSCI, it carried out a methodical examination of this field. By using this approach, we
hope to uncover the trends in global status research, highlight important academics and
organizations, and suggest avenues for further investigation.

Even with the large amount of material compiled in the SSCI database, readers
and researchers still find it difficult to sift through voluminous literature in order to
pinpoint research hotspots and trends. The software CiteSpace was the preferred tool
used in this investigation. CiteSpace is a Java-based programme for bibliometric
analysis that combines information visualization techniques, data mining algorithms,
and bibliometrics to display the findings as nodes and links. Based on international

status study material gathered from the SSCI, it carried out a methodical examination of
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this field. By using this approach, we hope to uncover the trends in international status
research, highlight important academics and organizations, and suggest avenues for

further investigation.

Research data and methods

Data source and search strategy

All data used in this study were obtained from the Web of Science Core Collection
database on January 8, 2024.

The data retrival strategy is listed as follows: (I) Title= "Status Theory" or "Status
Politics" or "International Status"; (II) Document type=article or review article; (III)
Language= English; and (IV) Time span = 1990-2023. For meso-level citation topics,
"Political Science" and "Political Philosophy" were chosen, and for micro-level citation
topics, "International Relation" was selected.The specific search formula is depicted as
follows: ((((TI=("Status Theory" or "Status Politics" or "International Status")) AND
LA=(English))) AND DT=(Article OR Review)) AND DOP=(1990-01-01/2023-12-31).

Subsequently, a total of 1113 relevant articles were acquired. After manually
deleting irrelevant documents and removing duplicates with CiteSpace software, a
total of 257 valid articles were acquired, and the contents of the literature records were
determined as “Full Record and Cited References”, with the documents exported in the
“plain text file” format. The exported data included titles, keywords, references, etc., all

of which were then further analyzed.

Analysis tools

CiteSpace is a citation visual analysis software based on Java programming
language. The software's technical foundation primarily rests on co-citation analysis
theory and pathfinder network algorithms [4]. CiteSpace makes it possible to
quantitatively analyze and visualize specialized area literature. Researchers can identify

key trajectories in the development and turning points of academic fields by using
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CiteSpace's dynamic, temporal, and diversified graphs. It also enables the analysis of the
driving mechanisms behind the development of a particular field, ultimately facilitating
predictions about future research directions.

This paper conducted a bibliometric analysis by adopting CiteSpace to map the
information of literature and analyze both the past and current status, hotspots and
development trends in the research of international status. Specifically, CiteSpace was
used to create co-occurrence, clustering, and burst maps of high-frequency keywords in
the literature, and methods such as co-author and co-affiliation analysis were employed
to quantitatively and visually analyze international status-related studies [5].

Additionally, traditional literature review methods were combined with this
approach to provide an in-depth analysis of pertinent literature, thereby systematically

presenting the development of research on international status in world politics.

Results

Number and research trends of article published

The variation in the number of annual publications indicated the progress and trends
in the development of research in a field. As of December 31, 2022, a total of 257 articles
published in the theme of “international status” were retrieved from the Web of Science
Core Collection database. According to the search result, the research on “international
status” has demonstrated an overall trend of annual increase, with a relatively fast
increasing speed. From 1995 to 2011, the average annual number of publications was
fewer than five. However, there was a steady progression phase between 2012 and 2021,
reaching a peak in 2019 and 2020 (Fig 1).

This trend is closely related to various factors, nogtably the power shifts taking
place between developed countries and emerging powers (mainly China, Brazil, India
and Russia, but also other countries like Indonesia and South Africa) following the
2008 financial crisis, the decline in the power and prestige of the United States, and

the deepening of multiploidization. Especially, the emergence of regional great powers
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and China's growing influence in global discourse have been important factors in the
recent research boom. However, as the academic circle has become more critical and
questioning of the concept of international status in international relations [6], there has
been a decline in enthusiasm for research on international status in world politics.

Fig 1. Annual trends of publications on international status

Analysis of author collaboration

Analysis of author collaboration revealed the core authors and the collaboration
among authors. In this paper, Price's Law from bibliometrics was employed to identify
core authors, using the formula M= . In this formula, M represents the minimum
number of publications by core authors, and Nmax represents the maximum number of
publications by any author [7]. According to search results, 6 was the maximum number
of publications an author might have in international status research, making Nmax=6.
M=1.83 was the result of entering these values into the formula. As a result, authors are
regarded as core authors if they have 2 or more publications.

A total of 256 authors were researched, with their relationships plotted by 82
connecting lines. The core authors include Deborah Welch Larson, Pal Roren, Kai
He, Joshua Freedman, Huiyun Feng, Jonathan Renshon, Andrej Krickovic, and Joslyn
Barnhart, noting that they had been active in academics and possess a larger number
of publications. Among them, Deborah Welch Larson has the highest number of

publications with 6, while the other authors have published fewer than 4 papers. Some
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of the nodes hade connections with several authors nearby at the same time, indicating
that the existence of teamwork and collaboration in the research of international status.
Despite the observation of a relatively significant collaborative network headed by

Thomas J Volgy, the overall level of academic cooperation is still limited.

Analysis of cooperation among countries/regions

The country module in CiteSpace was used to analyze the countries/regions related
to the articles. As shown in Table 1, the key countries/regions contributing to the greatest
number of the articles were the United States, the United Kingdom, China, Germany,
Australia, and Denmark. The United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Russia,
Sweden, and Japan were the top 6 coutries/regions with the highest centrality, indicating
the superior quality of the articles published in these countries/regions. Three main
factors are responsible for this:

First of all, preserving hegemony and the existing international order are of
significant importance to traditional great powers. The United States, the United
Kingdom, and Russia are among the nations that best illustrate this.

Second, rising powers demonstrate a keen aspiration to compete for a more
prestigious international status. China is the typical representative in this field, which
explains its significant contributions to study. This aspect can also be used to explain
why, due to specific historical conditions, Germany and Japan aggressively aspire to
become major players in world politics.

Finally, medium-sized nations show a clear concern for their engagement in
international affairs and their international roles. These countries typically lack the
capacity to actively seek for positions of great power, rather, they deliberately participate
in low-politics affairs to improve their international standing and discourse. This

includes, among others, Australia, Denmark, and Sweden.
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Table 1. Top 6 countries/regions with the publications and centrality.

Country Centrality Country Number of publications
USA 0.63 USA 84
UK 0.27 UK 39
Germany 0.26 China 17
Russia 0.25 Germany 16
Sweden 0.15 Australia 13
Japan 0.14 Denmark 11

Analysis of institutional cooperation

The analysis of the institutions was carried out via the institution module in
CiteSpace, which underscores the important contributions major academic and research
institutions have made to the subject of international status research. According to search
results, the British Library (33 publications), the University of London (9 publications),
the University of California (8 publications), the University of California, Los Angeles
(7 publications), the University of Oxford (7 publications), the University of Southern
Denmark (5 publications), and Arizona State University (5 publications) were the
institutions with more than 5 publications.

Additionally, in terms of institutional collaboration, significant networks have
been formed by institutions including the British Library, the University of London, the
Russian Higher School of Economics, Harvard University, and Shenzhen University.
These partnerships, meanwhile, are still very scattered and haven't come together to form

robust academic cooperative networks.

Analysis of most cited publications

Table 2 lists the top 10 most cited articles in the subject of international status
research from the Web of Science Core Collection database, which can help researchers
better understand the research hotspots in these studies. The highest cited publication,

with a citation frequency of 310, was Larson and Shevchenko’s "Status Seekers: Chinese
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and Russian Responses to U.S. Primacy" published in 2010 in International Security.
This article discussed the importance of taking into account the pursuit of international
status when dealing with diplomatic relations by examining the foreign policy strategies
of China and Russia in reaction to U.S. dominance in this area[8§].

The second most cited work, with a citation frequency of 281, was Hurrell’s
"Hegemony, liberalism and global order: what space for would-be great powers?"
published in 2006 in International Affairs. This article explained the foreign policy
decisions made by China, Russia, India, and Brazil in response to American hegemony
and the shifting global society. It also examined their current and future strategies: their
standing as regional powers; how they behave both inside and outside of international
organizations; how they interact with the US, etc. [1].

The third most cited article, with a citation frequency of 162, was "Respect and
disrespect in international politics: the significance of status recognition" published
by Wolf in 2011 in International Theory. Drawing on insights from moral philosophy
and social psychology, this article brought the idea of social respect into the study of
international relations and linked various emotional reactions to a country's status [9].

The remaining highly cited articles covered a range of topics related to research
on international status,such as how states constructed their international status and how
it interacted with the international system, why states failed to achieve great power
status, how rising powers confront and interact to the transmission of international
orders, the social dimensions of status-seeking behavior in international relations, how
a state's diplomatic rank was correlated with the recognition of its international status,
how states shaped their international status and the international order through their
participation in international organizations, and how international status affects conflicts

and militarization among states.
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Table 2. Top 10 most cited publications
. Lead author and . Journal Where .
Serial Number Year Title Published Cited frequency
Deborah Welch Status Se.ekers Chinese . '
1 and Russian Responses|International Security 310
Larson (2010) )
to US Primacy
Hegemony, liberalism
Andrew M. and global order: what . .
2 Hurrell (2006) ([space for would-be International Affairs 281
great powers ?
Respect and disrespect
. in international
3 Reinhard Wolf politics: the International Theory 162
(2011 S
significance of status
recognition
Christopher Review of
4 Clapham (1998) Degrees of statehood International Studies 19
The absence of
Ian S.Lustick Middle Eastf: m great International
5 powers: Political . 103
(1997> . L Organization
backwardness' in
historical perspective
The great power ‘Great
6 David Scott Game' between India Geonolitics g5
(2008) and China: ‘The logic p
of geography'
Moral authority and
William C. status_ in International _
Relations: Good Review of
7 Wohlforth . . . 84
states and the social  |International Studies
(2018) . .
dimension of status
seeking
. Recognizing . .
8 I\gz;r(;?ag ? Duque International Status: A glltlzrrtssﬁllonal Studies 81
Relational Approach Y
Seeking 'Legitimate’
Great Power Status
Shoeo Suzuki in Post-Cold War
9 & International Society: |International Relations 77
(2008) . )
China's and Japan's
Participation in
UNPKO
10 Jonathan Status Deficits and International 76

Renshon (2016)

War

Organization
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Keyword co-occurrence analysis

By identifying the most common keywords in the sample literature, keyword co-
occurrence analysis can shed light on the subjects and regions that researchers were most
interested in studying. According to the search result, a total of 360 nodes and 1155 links
were found based on keyword co-occurrence, with a network density of 0.0179. This can
be seen in a keyword co-occurrence network diagram (Fig 2) and a list of core keywords
(Table 3).

mn

According to the results about frequency, "power,""politics,""foreign policy,""w

""world," and "emotions"

ar,""identity,""China,""conflict,""great power,""hierarchy,
reflected the major contents in the research of international status over the past 33
years. The frequencies of remaining keywords were all below 10. Furthermore, Table
3 shows that the most frequent keywords and the keywords with the highest centrality
largely overlapped. This implies that these keywords had important bridging roles
within the research area, spanning the broad content of research hotspots in the study of
international status.

It is clear from the keyword co-occurrence analysis that major world powers—
especially rising powers like China—were the focus of much research on international
status. Within a state-driven framework, it represents a hybrid political ambition and
pursuit characterized by nationalism as internal drivers, identity and power as objects of
competition, war and conflict as primary forms, foreign policy as a representation, and

hierarchy as the core.

Fig 2. Keyword co-occurrence network diagram
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Table 3. List of core keywords

keyword frequency centrality keyword frequency centrality
power 42 0.29 emotions 10 0.1
politics 42 0.21 norms 9 0.03
foreign policy 31 0.1 co;?:;iion 9 0.03
war 21 0.31 security 8 0.05
identity 17 0.14 mi:‘l'zztéﬁgal 7 0.1
china 14 0.1 gofi‘;ﬁ:rlwe 7 0.02
conflict 12 0.2 cooperation 6 0.09
great power 12 0.08 peace 6 0.07
hierarchy 11 0.09 states 6 0.07
world 11 0.06 order 6 0.06

Keyword time zone analysis

The keyword time zone map depicts the changes in keywords in different periods,
so it facilitated our comprehension of the research hotspots and their evolutions from the
perspective of time, providing insights for predicting the future directions of the research
field. After removing keywords with low frequencies, the top keywords were selected
based on the count value from each individual year to draw the keyword time zone map
(Fig 3).

As shown in Fig 3, keywords such as 'war,' 'world," and 'cold war' initially surfaced
in 1995. Prior to 2000, these keywords constituted the main research topics of that
period, along with 'order,' 'peace,' 'security,’ and 'cooperation.' This suggests that the post-
Cold War era saw the beginning of international status study, with researchers focusing
on international order.Academics throughout this time frame centered on high-level
political issues regarding security, collaboration, and war and peace.

In the meanwhile, it should be noted that the emergence of the expression “identity”
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in 2006 implies the incorporation of the constructivist notion of "social identity" into the
study of international status, henceexpanding the field's comprehension of the subject.
More specifically, socialization within particular norms emerged as a crucial strategy
used by states to elevate their international status. Additionally, the focus of international
status research shifted, expanding to include regional nations with geopolitical
significance, such as North Korea and Brazil, in addition to major powers like the United
States, China, and Russia. This broadened the scope of research subjects in the field of
international status.

Fig 3. Keyword time zone map

Keyword clustering analysis

Keyword clustering referred to an interconnected network of clusters formed by
keywords involving similar research topics, and the connotations behind each cluster
were identified by the titles used at a high frequency in respective containing articles.
As keyword clustering results shown in Fig 4, a total of 13 cluster were obtained.
The considerable cluster structure shown by the modular clustering value Q=0.7944,
which was larger than 0.5, allowed for the precise definition of each cluster's study
directions. The validity of the clustering results was confirmed by the average silhouette
value S=0.9182, which was greater than 0.7 and suggested good homogeneity among

clusters. Table 4 is a summary table of literature clusters that is created based on this.
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Summarizations were drawn for the keyword clustering analysis from the following four
perspectives:

First, studies on the concepts of international status. One of the pillars and
cornerstones of foreign policy, from a legitimization standpoint, is international status
as a manifestation of national interest. Because of this, academics typically begin
their analysis of problems related to international status by looking at a country's
foreign policy. Beginning with the three grand theories of international relations,
they have evolved a number of understandings of the concepts of international status.
Traditionally, international status was understood by realist scholars as a type of power-
based hierarchical ranking. It was defined as a 'collective belief about the ranking of a
certain country in valuable attributes (wealth, coercive capability, culture, international
population status, social political organization, and diplomatic influence)' [8]. Yet,
liberals added to the conceptual meanings of international status by incorporating
political systems or ideologies into the standards for determining one's international
standing [10]. With the introduction of sociological and psychological theories,
the research agenda in international politics has taken a new direction, providing a
constructivist perspective on international status. Among these, scholars inspired by
Weber's Social Identity Theory have expanded the widely observed psychological
phenomenon, that is, people's concern for both their own social standing and the social
status of the groups they identify with—to the domain of international politics. They
argued that status is a 'recognized identity,' emphasizing the perceptual nature and social
aspects of international status [11]. This kind of study has succeeded in conducting an
interdisciplinary and cross-paradigm concept analysis of international status, offering a
variety of viewpoints for a more comprehensive comprehension of international status.

Second, studies on the motivations for status-seeking behaviors. The pursuit of
international status by a nation can be divided into two categories according to its
hierarchical nature: Firstly, the aspiration to be ranked higher in relation to particular
national attributes, and secondly, the desire for other countries to be in agreement with

this ranking. The rationalist paradigm was adhered to by scholars who maintain the first
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viewpoint, they saw the quest for worldwide recognition as a weapon in power politics
by emphasizing the evaluation of costs and benefits in assessing a country's foreign
policy. They asserted that, in order to withstand the pressure of systematic competition
in shifting international power dynamics, they specifically aspire to strengthen national
security, increase their autonomy, and boost their reputation in line with their power
level by attaining international standing. In contrast, other researchers have focused on
the micro-level dynamics of emotions rather than on observable material exchanges
in an effort to examine how psychological states and international recognition affect
individuals and global politics. For example, some scholars have examined the emotions
of humiliation and anxiety shaped by the discrepancy between expected and actual
international status, and they found that these feelings can influence a nation's desire
for international status [9]. Furthermore, some scholars have delved into the domestic
politics, arguing that nationalism and group-based emotions are strong intrinsic
motivators for rising powers and emerging powers to pursue international status [12].
Others has revealed how the perception and beliefs of domestic interest groups and
political elites affect rising powers’ demands for international status [13]. In conclusion,
research of this kind aids in a deeper comprehension of the mechanics and causes of
requests for international status.

Third, studies on the strategies of status-seeking practice. As demonstrated by
William C. Wohlforth's observation that unipolar and multipolar international systems
differ in the intensity of competition for international status, the strategies chosen to
achieve higher international status reflect changes in the international system since the
end of the Cold War [14]. Prior to the development of nuclear weapons, major countries
found that initiating and winning wars, engaging in geopolitical competition, and
achieving conflict were vital and successful ways to gain international recognition [15].
However, the advent of the nuclear era and the rise in anti-colonial movements raised
the dangers of war, conflict, and terrorism to national security. International cooperation
in the fields of economy and security bolstered the system and advanced global peace.

As a result, contemporary countries actively look for ways to manipulate international
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norms to improve and maintain their international status within a framework of peace
and laws. Hegemonies, for instance, frequently employ trade as a tool to preserve their
advantages inside the international system and to steady their standing abroad in order
to preserve the status quo. However, a more practical strategy for achieving international
status and influence for medium-sized and emerging nations is to engage in international
cooperation, address global governance issues—particularly lower-order political issues
like environmental and climate governance—or establish a presence in regional or global
international organizations like the European Union and the United Nations [16].

Fourth, case studies on international status. Previous empirical studies have
examined variations in international status desires and assertion techniques among
nations according to their positions within the international system, with a comparatively
greater focus on the viewpoint of regional countries [17]. Or studying the paths
and strategies used by regional powers to gain international recognition during the
hegemony's fall from a dynamic standpoint [18]. As well as the crucial part that
recognition from a major power play in the process of elevating small countries'
international status [12]. Simultaneously, researchers have examined international
relations from the standpoint of status, concentrating on examining variations in the
relationships between major powers and their assertion practises, including Sino-US,
Sino-Russia, and Sino-India [19,3,20]. Additionally, some academics have focused on
particular subfields of international relations, highlighting the influence of intervening
factors (such as concerns pertaining to human rights, nuclear power, international
cooperation, etc.) on a nation's standing and actions abroad [21-23]. These articles
enhanced empirical case studies of international status research by illuminating status
competition strategies from a viewpoint distinct from the conventional interest analysis
for conflicts and cooperation in international relations.

Fig 4. Keyword clustering timeline



Table 4. Keyword clustering

Cluster number | LLR Label |Silhouette Research topics
competition; rivalry; power shift; southeast Asia;
#0 competition | 0.964 |American hegemony; middle power; role theory; role
conception
4] peace 0.954 |Peace; internat.io.nal conflict; war inyolverrllent; liberal-
ism; trade; politics; Germany; identity; Asia
foreign poli- foreign policy; interjnatﬁonal relations .th.eory; spcial
#2 oy 0.965 |identity theory; aspirational constructivism; middle
power; hegemony; crisis; China; Brazil; united nations
. politics; reputation; similarity; identity; power; third
#3 politics 0.924 world; peaceful rise; Latin America; multipolar world
. central Asia; rising powers; belt; pacific; south Asia;
#4 central Asia | 0.813 power
power; reputation; consequences; cooperation; territo-
# powet 0.891 rial; conflict; prospects; social identity; rise; stability
east Asia; human rights; sociological institutionalism;
#6 east Asia 0.908 |southeast Asia; Brazil; regional powers; security; anti
Americanism
humiliation; recognition; face; dignity; status; self-es-
#1 humiliation | 0.874 |teem; group-based emotions; negative social identity;
power
escalate; financial incentives; psychology; power;
#8 escalate 0.888 |great powers; international order; China school; poli-
tics; status competition
49 patterns 0.984 patterns; aggression; uncertainty; perception; psychol-

ogy; proximity; militarized interstate disputes
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Cluster number | LLR Label |Silhouette Research topics

civil war; emergence; benefits; international politics;
fragmentation; prospect theory

conflict; European union; regional security; Israeli
#11 conflict 0.884  |Palestinian conflict; international cooperation; interna-
tional status

status; united states; realism; Belgium; hierarchy;
prestige; russia; conflict

#10 civil war 0.993

#12 status 0.87

Keyword burst analysis

Burst analysis was a useful method for discovery of hot terms receiving special
attention from relevant scientific communities over a certain period of time. The burst
analysis in this study involves such elements as the study subject, the strength value, the
first appearance year, the burst start year, the burst end year, and the timeline. The burst
analysis of keywords is presented in Table 5.

According to the burst analysis of keywords, keyword 'United States' was first rated
with the largest strength value and its burst duration ended in 2007, indicating that early
international status research mainly focused on the hegemonies like the United States.
It is also evident that the combination of the keywords "war" and "conflict" denotes the
serious interest that academics had in the ways that wars and conflicts impact a country’s

nn

status. Regarding national characteristics, "middle power,""emerging powers," and "great
power" imply that as studies of international status have developed, they have taken
into consideration and distinguished between a variety of research objects, expanding
the horizons of such studies. Among these, 'great power' had the longest burst duration,
indicating that great power politics continued to be the focus of studies on international

nn

status. Furthermore, since 2018, the terms "norms,""global governance," and "security
council" have been increasingly prevalent. These terms together demonstrated the
growing significance of international norm-based strategies in the struggle for global

status in international politics.
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Table 5: Keyword burst table

Keywords First Appearance Strength Start Year End Year
United States 2006 1.19 2006 2007
conflict 2006 1.55 2010 2011
middle power 2012 1.63 2012 2014
war 1995 2.47 2014 2017
great power 2014 242 2014 2018
emerging powers 2014 1.33 2014 2016
hegemony 2013 1.71 2016 2018
global governance 2016 2.17 2018 2019
norms 2008 1.79 2018 2019
security council 2019 1.90 2019 2020

Discussion

Through the use of bibliometric research, we can rapidly identify research hotspots
and trends. Over the course of the 33-year period, there has been enough study published
to offer a thorough understanding of the area of international status without significantly
changing overall patterns.

In this article, CiteSpace was used to perform the bibliometric analysis of the
studies on international status that had been included in the WOS core set between
1990 and 2022. This is an attempt to fill a research gap in this area. The results of
the bibliometric analysis were categorized as the general information, limitation, and

research prospects.

General information

A large number of articles on international status have been published worldwide.
The previous few decades have seen a sharp rise in quantity, and it is currently in a deep

development period with substantial potential for growth. Well-known academics like
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Deborah Welch Larson and Thomas John Volgy have been actively involved in this topic
and have established a tentative collaborative network; yet, in general, there is a dearth
of theoretical discussion and comparison between investigations, which impedes the
growth of pertinent research.

From the perspective of research methodologies, a growing number of academics
are bringing sociological and psychological knowledge into the study of international
status, substantially enhancing the pertinent studies and creating a variety of compelling
ideas about international status. However, creating a comprehensive framework for
global status research is challenging due to the inherent inconsistencies arising from
disparate methodologies.

In terms of research perspectives, three dimensions are primarily included in
current research studies on international status, namely material, value, and social. At the
material level, quantifiable metrics like population, income, technological prowess, and
military might are prioritised. Indicators including culture, civilization, political systems,
and ideologies are taken into consideration at the value level. In terms of identification
and recognition, interactions between states are highlighted at the social level. While
these diverse research viewpoints add to the richness of international status studies, they
also raise questions about the core concepts of international status.

The research hotspots related to international status represent a number of issues
that require resolution and were primarily identified using keyword analysis. On the one
hand, there is still debate in academics on the conceptual foundation of international
status, which is a major worry. What is international status? What criteria should be used
to determine a nation’s international status? What are the reasons behind the strategies
for seeking for international status? In what ways does the notion of international status
explain foreign policies? As of right now, opinions on the responses are divided and
rely on differing interpretations of what defines an international status. As the most
representative powers in the current international system, the United States and China
are of great interest to scholars; on the other hand, a new area of focus in international

status research is the international status-seeking behaviour of some middle powers and
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regional powers.

Research limitations

As Stephen Ward noted, "Despite our reliance on international status to explain
important phenomena in international politics, such as wars and the foreign policies of
rising states, our understanding of how international status affects politics and foreign
policy remains limited" [6]. This highlights the ongoing debates and divisions in this
field. Some of the present studies' deficiencies include the following:

Research perspectives call for the efficacy of various approaches to be reevaluated.
Scholars have typically assumed that a country's characteristics determine its status,
even if this viewpoint does not discount the social component of international status, it
effectively reduces international status to practises and confuses social ties with actor
traits. While it seems intuitively clear that a nation's characteristics and its international
status are correlated, academics sometimes find it difficult to offer methodical support for
these presumptions. As a result, sociological and psychological knowledge—particularly
social identity theory—was introduced and has since taken center stage in global status
research. However, there have been criticisms about this analogical research approach's
usefulness and how it unnecessarily restricts the spectrum of phenomena that may be
described by referencing international status dynamics.

In terms of research topics, attention to smaller states and quasi-states is still
limited. Contemporary research on international status predominantly centers on
sovereign states, particularly focusing on elucidating the rationale behind the pursuits of
status by major powers. Therefore, there exists ample scope for diversifying the scope
of research beyond this conventional focus. Furthermore, the research that has already
been done frequently ignores the legal aspect of international status, marginalizing the
efforts of quasi-states like South Ossetia, Kosovo, and Palestine to obtain international
recognition. Moreover, when it comes to empirical study, scholars frequently overlook
the variety of global hierarchies and norms that exist in global society since they nearly

always abstract international status as a whole. Despite the fact that the status of a
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country may differ in several areas, not much research appears to have been done to

differentiate them.

Research prospects

This article has investigated studies on international status and found opportunities
for further development with the help of CiteSpace. According to this, advances in the
comprehension and analysis of international status by scholars and institutions can be
pursued in four approaches:

First, strengthen scholarly cooperation to advance the paradigmatic integration of
multidisciplinary knowledge. There is currently no established academic cooperation
network, according to the analysis of institutional cooperation on international status
research. As a result, future efforts should focus on bolstering the development of
academic communities both domestically and internationally. Additionally, it is
crucial to support the growth of interdisciplinary integration paradigms. In particular,
interdisciplinary perspectives and methods play a complementary role in the analysis of
both the macro and micro aspects of international politics, as demonstrated by the way
they can be used to explain certain irrational behaviours and concepts in state-to-state
interactions from a psychological perspective.

Second, by anchoring the inquiry in actual politics, examine the pragmatic logic of
international status using empirical data. As previously stated, research on international
status must acknowledge the complexity and adaptability of international norms,
emphasizing the variations in a country's international status as well as the status-seeking
tactics employed in response to various assessment standards and concerns. Furthermore,
In order to gradually transition from many specific studies into closely related but
distinct study topics, future research must undertake multiple case analyses and broaden
the scope of international status research to a wider spectrum of players' responsibilities
in global governance processes.

Third, provide a methodical research framework and strengthen international status

theory's capacity for explanation. On the one hand, a generally recognized methodology
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still has to be developed in order to quantify sensory perception and subjective evaluation
criteria in international status. On the one hand, an universally recognized methodology
is still necessary for the measurement of subjective evaluation criteria and sensory
perception in international status. The three analytical levels of international, domestic,
and individual have been studied in the past. This would improve the effectiveness of
international status theory in directing the formulation of foreign policy and forecasting
state behaviour, as well as help investigate the link and causal mechanisms between
interests related to international status and other interests.

Finally, consider strategic options for China's context-specific ascent to great
power status. To enable China to actively engage in global governance and international
cooperation and project a responsible image as a great power, it is imperative that
strategies for enhancing international status take into account both the national and
international contexts while protecting national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Furthermore, it is important to pay attention to matters concerning China's interactions
with other superpowers, especially its competitive-cooperative relationship with the
US throughout the power shift. Future studies should therefore focus more on practical
issues and offer more strategic options and policy suggestions for China's ascent to

prominence in the world economy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is anticipated that the volume of publications on international status
would keep rising in the future. This study aims to provide scholars with some helpful
references by conceptualizing a macro picture of the general development characteristics
and trends of the academic community. The United States remains a core country in
this field, exerting significant influence. Among institutions, the British Library is one
of the most important, and the University of London is progressively spearheading the
field's advancement. A thorough grasp of this topic has been provided by the published
research, which has exposed the definitions, reasons, and techniques of international

status. In order to build a more methodical analytical framework, research in the
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future is probably going to concentrate on investigating interdisciplinary viewpoints
and methodologies as well as performing multicase analysis. In brief, there remains a
significant untapped reservoir of study on international status. To further expand the area,
scholars should employ different paradigms, methodologies, and viewpoints to elucidate

and quantify international status.
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Research on Strategies for Transformation and
Upgrading of Manufacturing Export in Zhejiang
Province Under the Background of Digital Economy
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Abstract: In recent years, Zhejiang Province has deeply implemented the spirit of
General Secretary Xi Jinping's important speeches during his inspection of Zhejiang,
regarding the digital economy as a "top priority project," vigorously promoting digital
industrialization, industrial digitization, and governance digitization. The province's
digital economy has shown a rapid development trend. Meanwhile, manufacturing exports,
as the main driving force of Zhejiang Province's export trade, hold a dominant position
in the province's export trade. Adapting to the wave of digital economy development in

Zhejiang Province and promoting high—quality development of the manufacturing industry,
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accelerating the pace of transformation and upgrading of manufacturing exports in Zhejiang
Province has become urgent. This article analyzes the current situation of manufacturing
exports in Zhejiang Province, summarizes the problems existing in the development
process of manufacturing exports in Zhejiang Province at this stage, such as incomplete
relevant laws and regulations, shortage of digital talents, exports still dominated by labor—
intensive industries, and high concentration of export markets. Facing the development
status of the new economic form and combining with the current situation and problems of
manufacturing export trade in Zhejiang Province, this article proposes countermeasures
and suggestions for the transformation and upgrading of manufacturing exports in Zhejiang
Province under the background of the digital economy from the perspectives of government
and enterprises.

Keywords: digital economy, manufacturing industry, export transformation and

upgrading
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Cultural Tourism Slogans in the Perspective of Cultural Carnival
--Taking the "shouting" publicity slogans of China's
cultural tourism official media in early 2024 as an
example

AT (LB R ) ©

Abstract: Cultural and tourism slogans are the cultural symbols of a city and play
an important role in promoting the city. This paper focuses on the examination and
analysis of the "shouting mike"-style publicity slogans of Chinese cultural and tourism
official media at the beginning of 2024, and proposes that these "shouting mike"-style
publicity slogans in the view of cultural revelry liberate people from the official tone
of seriousness, highlight the cultural characteristics of each place, and respond to the
psychological needs of the audience. It is proposed that in the view of cultural carnival,
this kind of "shouting" propaganda language frees people from the solemn official tone,
highlights the cultural characteristics of each place and responds to the psychological
needs of the audience, and creates a good and open public language landscape.

Keywords: culture and tourism propaganda language; cultural carnival; local

characteristics; psychological needs.

I. Introduction

Tourism is a strategic pillar industry of the national economy, and a prosperous
culture and tourism industry has an obvious role to play in driving the steady and
healthy development of the economy, and it can also greatly help to realize the people's
aspirations for a better life. China's "14th Five-Year" Tourism Development Plan points
out that during the "14th Five-Year" period, China will fully enter the era of mass

tourism, and the development of the tourism industry is still in a period of important
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strategic opportunities. Against this backdrop, building a city's cultural and tourism
brand has become an important part of the competition between cities. The most striking
question is "how to write the slogan of cultural tourism", because it is not only a high
degree of condensation of local characteristics and culture of cultural tourism, but
also represents the business card of a city's cultural tourism to a certain extent. 2024,
at the beginning of the year, the cultural tourism of all parts of China in the context of
the national strategy of the "14th Five-Year Plan". At the beginning of the year 2024,
China's cultural tourism in the "14th Five-Year Plan" national strategy background,
based on the branding function of the publicity language, began a full swing "shouting"
style cultural tourism publicity language creation and dissemination, produced a series
of "broken circle" effect, and this is not only the national demand and development,
but also the development of cultural tourism in China. Not only is the country's needs
and development, but also to a certain extent highlights China's current carnival, mass

cultural ecology.

Introduction to the Theory of Cultural Carnival

The concept of "carnival" originated from Bakhtin, whose logical framework starts
from the specific festival of carnival and penetrates into various fields, gradually getting
rid of specific rituals and becoming a cultural form and a world feeling. According to
him, "carnivalization", "rejoices in the evolution of change, in the fact that everything
becomes relative, and is opposed to that one-sided and severe officialism of conformity,
which arises from fear, from the dogma of respect and change, and which always tries
to absolutize the status quo of life and the status quo of the social system. It is from this
solemn officialism that the carnivalesque world feeling liberates people." As such, it
contains a vibrant energy that subverts hierarchy and opposes rigidity, and implies an
interactive back and forth between change and renewal. In it, strange and absurd images
abound, while the mainstream, official and orthodox parts are depreciated; jokes are
made about the yellow bells or the masculine and the white snow, which are degraded;

"the things of the utopian ideal and the realities are temporarily fused together in this
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overwhelming feeling of the carnival world" , and the carnival, if it loses the ideals, will
wither and die, it provides a key to the future of imagination, making the future in the
imagination in a state of mutability, unfinished, and intertwined with the reality of the
present in many ways.

In this paper, we take the publicity slogans of the official media of culture and
tourism in 2024 as an example to study the characterization of "cultural frenzy"

embodied in this kind of "shouting" publicity slogans.

3.The "Shouting Ceremony"-style publicity slogans of Chinese cultural and tourism
official media at the beginning of 2024

At the beginning of 2024, with the fire of Harbin tourism, Harbin culture and
tourism took the lead in "shouting": my name is Ha, drink ah ha, all over the world, who
all praise, ice and snow out of slippery, say thousands of miles of rivers and mountains
shouting the best; my name is Ha, sprinkle snowflakes, my flowers after the opening of
a hundred flowers to kill, ten thousand miles of snow is the king of the bomb, I praised
the love of the hair together! Subsequently all over the cultural and tourism departments
have to make every effort to "shouting" publicity, the most attention then Shandong,
Henan two places: "Your name is East, Eastern Province, your side of the crunchy cold;
my name is East, the big Shandong, our side is very loud clear; East, East, ginseng sable
and antler; East, the big Shandong, Yellow River Taishan and three holes ...... "Henan"
I surnamed river, drink goose river, like a moth on fire, famous across the wasted, this
work and fame I deprived!" This has triggered a series of follow-up effects, such as
Fujian's "swinging style shouting" - "My surname is Fu, Hu, Fu Fu, Hu Hu? ...... Forget
it, get off work!" Another kind of magical performance art - "nonsense literature” - has
also become popular, initiated by the Cultural Tourism Hunan. Its video posted a tongue
twister: "Hunan is the only province in China called Hunan, the only province that is
simply called Xiang'. According to statistics, Hunan is not only the place with the largest
number of Hunanese people in the country, but also the only place in the world where

the climate type overlaps exactly with Hunan's climate." The list goes on and on.
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British translator Newmark categorizes bulletins, instructions, propaganda,
announcements and popular literature as vocative texts (Newmark 2001:40). Obviously,
the "shouting" of the official media of culture and tourism will inevitably have the
function of appealing to attract the public to travel. From the above examples, it is
not difficult to see the characteristics of local culture and tourism, such as Harbin's
"thousands of miles of ice, ten thousand miles of snow", Shandong's "saints of
landscape", Fujian's derision of its accent, and even Hunan, where the content of the
"shouting" is unimportant. "The content is not important, the important thing is the

cultural tourism "shouting" form of public appeal.

Fourth, carnival: the cultural and tourism official media "shouting" type of
propaganda language of the deeper implications

If Harbin's "my last name is Ha" is still a "paragraph" type of flirtation, all over the
"my last name is X" such as spring sprung up, forming a kind of culture and tourism
official media "Shouting" type of momentum, it has been upgraded from the initial
paragraph to a universal participation, influential and meaningful with a "cultural
carnival" nature of the cultural and tourism events, or social events.

For the official media, with this funny and interesting propaganda language,
abandoning the traditional value dimension of the yellow bells and dalu, upright and
serious, overcoming the seriousness of the sacred, facing the aesthetic needs of the
public, to create a "shouting" cultural tourism propaganda language, on the one hand,
they are from the perspective of the concept of the big time and space and the overall
development of culture, see the On the one hand, they see the unfinished nature of
human social life from the perspective of the concept of time and space and the overall
cultural development, so they actively metabolize the previous cultural forms. On
the other hand, in this metabolism and renewal, this funny and interesting form of
literature "symbolically" overcomes seriousness, "nipping all seriousness in the bud,"
and thus embodies a joyful and bright spirit. Breaking down limited seriousness and

liberating consciousness, thought and imagination for new possibilities is, in essence, a
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manifestation of cultural self-confidence.

When we open the comments section of the official media of culture and tourism,
the comment with the most likes is: "The world has finally become a madman the way |
like it", for the audience, the first thing they feel is that the "madness" here does not only
refer to the experience of madness at the emotional level, but is also a kind of temporary
freedom from all kinds of problems, which is a kind of temporary freedom from all
kinds of problems. In essence, it is a sense of freedom that releases human nature by
temporarily getting rid of all pressures and constraints, a kind of psychological energy
that inverts the top and bottom of the hierarchy, and equalizes the position of superiority
and inferiority of all people. It is only when a person's natural nature is restored, and he
is free to do as he pleases without fear, that he can laugh. Although this experience is
short-lived and utopian in color, it is a clear manifestation of man's desire and pursuit of
an ideal world of freedom and equality, and a hope for the return of human nature. Early
human beings in the stage of ignorance could not have the consciousness of freedom
and equality, and the low productivity of the society could not provide a humane living
environment, but all human beings are born with the desire to be free from suppression,
without restriction, and to live freely and painfully with an intrinsic impulse of life. With
the improvement of social civilization and the awakening of human self-consciousness,
the pursuit of freedom and equality is bound to become stronger and stronger. It is also
due to the pursuit of the free development of human nature, human life has aesthetic
significance.

In this mode of propaganda and communication, not only does it take care of the
public's cultural psychology and cultural values, but it also creates a good and open
public language landscape to a certain extent. This kind of "shouting" publicity language
is a real miscellaneous language phenomenon. For example, the Shandong Cultural
and Tourism Bureau's "Your name is East, Three Eastern Provinces, your side is cold;
my name is East, Great Shandong, our side is very loud and clear; East, Three Eastern
Provinces, ginseng, sable and deer antler; East, Great Shandong, Yellow River, Mount

Tai and the three holes ....... " First of all, the "Three Eastern Provinces" style of publicity
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slogan is a real-life miscellaneous language phenomenon. First of all, the "Three Eastern
Provinces" and "Shandong" are not names, not to mention the surname, and "shouting"
type of propaganda directly to the "Three Eastern Provinces", "Shandong", "Shandong",
"Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong",
"Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong", "Shandong" and "Shandong". "Shandong", or
any other province as a person, disassembled into "surname" and "first name". Secondly,
"Three Eastern Provinces" is the abbreviation of the three northeastern provinces
(Heilongjiang, Jilin, and Liaoning), which is not in juxtaposition with the single province
of Shandong, but in the "Shouting Mai" style of propaganda, "Three Eastern Provinces"
and "Shandong" are used. However, in the "shouting" style of propaganda, "Three
Eastern Provinces" and "Shandong" are engaged in "equal dialog". In the end, "Ga
Ga Cold" is a daily colloquialism or dialect of Northeast China, and "Rang Qing" is a
literary term from Lao She's "Winter in Jinan", embarking on a path of "communication".
The "Shouting Mai" style of publicity started in Harbin, one of the three eastern
provinces, and then worked in Shandong, first becoming "you", then introducing "me",
and using a witty and humorous way to show the geographical, climatic and cultural
differences between Shandong and the northeast. The geographical, climatic and
cultural differences between Shandong and Northeast China are shown in a witty and
humorous way. At the same time, netizens also asked in the comment section "Q: Why
isn't Shandong surnamed Shan? A: Shandong people love to use inverted sentences",
"my surname is Dong" vividly presents the expression habits of Shandong people -
inverted. Therefore, this "shouting" propaganda slogan is an unusual synthesis of various
languages (colloquialisms, dialects, jargon, literary vocabulary), various techniques
(metaphor, contrast, flirtation, humor), etc., which gives it a double directionality and a

great symbolic generalization power.

Conclusion
The cultural tourism market is changing rapidly and is facing an unprecedented

change. The cultural tourism market is no longer the traditional "competition for
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attractions", but has been upgraded to a competition for the "attraction economy". The
cultural tourism official media "shouting" type propaganda fun and interesting behind the
cultural carnival behind the individual temporarily, symbolically beyond the real life due
to social status, economic income, cultural level of high and low barriers and obstacles
formed, is "alone as much fun as all the fun! It is the happiness of "one's happiness is
not as good as the happiness of all". Culture and tourism prosperity competition bloom,
and poetic common faraway places. When the culture and tourism market accelerated
warming, when the people's growing need for a better life continue to be satisfied, we
should be more innovative culture and tourism to lead the tourism, so that the new era of

culture and tourism in-depth integration, and more future.
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